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About

The starting point for Alena was a woodcut by Jost Hochuli,
which he published in 1980. The letter forms of the capital
letters are based on the proportions of the Roman Capitals
of the first and second century A.D. The lower case letters are
based on a late form of the humanistic minuscule.
In contrast to the original, the font has optical constant line
widths. This gives the text a calm and unobtrusive effect.
Roland Stieger attached great importance to the fact that the
typeface is legible in small sizes.
Matching italics for all the eight weights have a narrow ductus,
as it was the case with the first italic typefaces, which were
intentionally cut in this manner to save space.
The italics have a slight inclination of 5 degrees, so they fit
well into the continuous text and differentiate well from the
uprights. The font is suitable for complex typographic
demands and also performs greatly on web based applications.
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Thin

Thin Italic

120/110 –20

Handmade
Swiss ↩
32/36.4 0

To suppose that the eye with
all its inimitable contrivances for
adjusting the focus to different
distances, for admitting different
12/15 +20

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the
focus to different distances, for admitting
different amounts of light, and for the correction of spherical and chromatic aberration, could have been formed by natural
selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd
in the highest degree. When it was first
said that the sun stood still and the world

turned round, the common sense of mankind declared the doctrine false; but the
old saying of Vox populi, vox Dei, as every
philosopher knows, cannot be trusted in
science. Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case; if

8/11 +30
To suppose that the eye with all its
inimitable contrivances for adjusting
the focus to different distances, for
admitting different amounts of light,
and for the correction of spherical and
chromatic aberration, could have been
formed by natural selection, seems, I
freely confess, absurd in the highest degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared
the doctrine false; but the old saying of
Vox populi, vox Dei, as every philosopher
knows, cannot be trusted in science.
Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case;
if further, the eye ever varies and the
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variations be inherited, as is likewise
certainly the case; and if such variations
should be useful to any animal under
changing conditions of life, then the
difficulty of believing that a perfect and
complex eye could be formed by natural
selection, though insuperable by our
imagination, should not be considered
as subversive of the theory. How a nerve
comes to be sensitive to light, hardly
3 of 13
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Light Italic

120/110

Mountain
№ 2’3560
32/36.4 0

To suppose that the eye with all
its inimitable contrivances for
adjusting the focus to different
distances, for admitting different
12/15 +20

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the
focus to different distances, for admitting
different amounts of light, and for the correction of spherical and chromatic aberration, could have been formed by natural
selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd
in the highest degree. When it was first
said that the sun stood still and the world

turned round, the common sense of mankind declared the doctrine false; but the
old saying of Vox populi, vox Dei, as every
philosopher knows, cannot be trusted in
science. Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case; if

8/11 +30
To suppose that the eye with all its
inimitable contrivances for adjusting
the focus to different distances, for
admitting different amounts of light,
and for the correction of spherical and
chromatic aberration, could have been
formed by natural selection, seems, I
freely confess, absurd in the highest degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared
the doctrine false; but the old saying of
Vox populi, vox Dei, as every philosopher
knows, cannot be trusted in science.
Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case;
if further, the eye ever varies and the
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variations be inherited, as is likewise
certainly the case; and if such variations
should be useful to any animal under
changing conditions of life, then the
difficulty of believing that a perfect and
complex eye could be formed by natural
selection, though insuperable by our
imagination, should not be considered
as subversive of the theory. How a nerve
comes to be sensitive to light, hardly
4 of 13
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Regular Italic

120/110

Humanist
Perfection?
32/36.4 0

To suppose that the eye with all
its inimitable contrivances for
adjusting the focus to different
distances, for admitting different
12/15 0

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the focus to
different distances, for admitting different
amounts of light, and for the correction of
spherical and chromatic aberration, could
have been formed by natural selection,
seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest
degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared the
doctrine false; but the old saying of Vox populi,
vox Dei, as every philosopher knows, cannot
be trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if
numerous gradations from a simple and imperfect eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful to its
possessor, as is certainly the case; if further, the
eye ever varies and the variations be inherited,

8/11 +20
To suppose that the eye with all its
inimitable contrivances for adjusting
the focus to different distances, for
admitting different amounts of light,
and for the correction of spherical and
chromatic aberration, could have been
formed by natural selection, seems, I
freely confess, absurd in the highest degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared
the doctrine false; but the old saying
of Vox populi, vox Dei, as every philosopher knows, cannot be trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case; if
further, the eye ever varies and the variations
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be inherited, as is likewise certainly the case;
and if such variations should be useful to
any animal under changing conditions of
life, then the difficulty of believing that a
perfect and complex eye could be formed by
natural selection, though insuperable by our
imagination, should not be considered as
subversive of the theory. How a nerve comes
to be sensitive to light, hardly concerns us
more than how life itself originated; but I
5 of 13
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120/110

ROMAN
Capitals
32/36.4 0

To suppose that the eye with all
its inimitable contrivances for
adjusting the focus to different
distances, for admitting different
12/15 0

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the focus to
different distances, for admitting different
amounts of light, and for the correction of
spherical and chromatic aberration, could
have been formed by natural selection,
seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest
degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared the
doctrine false; but the old saying of Vox populi,
vox Dei, as every philosopher knows, cannot be
trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if numerous gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be shown
to exist, each grade being useful to its possessor,
as is certainly the case; if further, the eye ever
varies and the variations be inherited, as is

8/11 +20
To suppose that the eye with all its
inimitable contrivances for adjusting
the focus to different distances, for
admitting different amounts of light,
and for the correction of spherical and
chromatic aberration, could have been
formed by natural selection, seems, I
freely confess, absurd in the highest degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared
the doctrine false; but the old saying of
Vox populi, vox Dei, as every philosopher knows, cannot be trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case;
if further, the eye ever varies and the
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variations be inherited, as is likewise
certainly the case; and if such variations
should be useful to any animal under changing conditions of life, then the difficulty
of believing that a perfect and complex
eye could be formed by natural selection,
though insuperable by our imagination,
should not be considered as subversive of
the theory. How a nerve comes to be sensitive to light, hardly concerns us more than
6 of 13
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Semibold Italic

Amazing
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120/110 – 30

32/36.4 0

To suppose that the eye with all
its inimitable contrivances for
adjusting the focus to different
distances, for admitting different
12/15 0

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the focus to
different distances, for admitting different
amounts of light, and for the correction of
spherical and chromatic aberration, could
have been formed by natural selection,
seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest
degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared the
doctrine false; but the old saying of Vox populi,
vox Dei, as every philosopher knows, cannot
be trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if
numerous gradations from a simple and imperfect eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful to its
possessor, as is certainly the case; if further, the
eye ever varies and the variations be inherited,

8/11 +20
To suppose that the eye with all its
inimitable contrivances for adjusting the
focus to different distances, for admitting
different amounts of light, and for the
correction of spherical and chromatic
aberration, could have been formed by
natural selection, seems, I freely confess,
absurd in the highest degree. When it was
first said that the sun stood still and the
world turned round, the common sense

of mankind declared the doctrine false;
but the old saying of Vox populi, vox Dei,
as every philosopher knows, cannot be
trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if
numerous gradations from a simple and
imperfect eye to one complex and perfect
can be shown to exist, each grade being
useful to its possessor, as is certainly the
case; if further, the eye ever varies and
the variations be inherited, as is likewise
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certainly the case; and if such variations
should be useful to any animal under changing conditions of life, then the difficulty
of believing that a perfect and complex
eye could be formed by natural selection,
though insuperable by our imagination,
should not be considered as subversive of
the theory. How a nerve comes to be sensitive to light, hardly concerns us more than
how life itself originated; but I may remark
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St.Gallen
Megacity
120/110 –40

32/36.4 0

To suppose that the eye with all
its inimitable contrivances for
adjusting the focus to different
distances, for admitting different
12/15 +20

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the
focus to different distances, for admitting
different amounts of light, and for the
correction of spherical and chromatic
aberration, could have been formed by
natural selection, seems, I freely confess,
absurd in the highest degree. When it was
first said that the sun stood still and the

world turned round, the common sense
of mankind declared the doctrine false;
but the old saying of Vox populi, vox Dei,
as every philosopher knows, cannot be
trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if
numerous gradations from a simple and
imperfect eye to one complex and perfect
can be shown to exist, each grade being
useful to its possessor, as is certainly the

8/11 +30
To suppose that the eye with all its
inimitable contrivances for adjusting
the focus to different distances, for
admitting different amounts of light,
and for the correction of spherical and
chromatic aberration, could have been
formed by natural selection, seems, I
freely confess, absurd in the highest degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared
the doctrine false; but the old saying of
Vox populi, vox Dei, as every philosopher knows, cannot be trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case;
if further, the eye ever varies and the
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variations be inherited, as is likewise
certainly the case; and if such variations
should be useful to any animal under
changing conditions of life, then the
difficulty of believing that a perfect and
complex eye could be formed by natural
selection, though insuperable by our
imagination, should not be considered
as subversive of the theory. How a nerve
comes to be sensitive to light, hardly
8 of 13
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Sovereign
SANSERIF
120/110 –40

32/36.4 0

To suppose that the eye with
all its inimitable contrivances for
adjusting the focus to different
distances, for admitting different
12/15 +20

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the
focus to different distances, for admitting
different amounts of light, and for the
correction of spherical and chromatic
aberration, could have been formed by
natural selection, seems, I freely confess,
absurd in the highest degree. When it was
first said that the sun stood still and the

world turned round, the common sense
of mankind declared the doctrine false;
but the old saying of Vox populi, vox Dei,
as every philosopher knows, cannot be
trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if
numerous gradations from a simple and
imperfect eye to one complex and perfect
can be shown to exist, each grade being
useful to its possessor, as is certainly the

8/11 +30
To suppose that the eye with all its
inimitable contrivances for adjusting
the focus to different distances, for
admitting different amounts of light,
and for the correction of spherical and
chromatic aberration, could have been
formed by natural selection, seems, I
freely confess, absurd in the highest degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared
the doctrine false; but the old saying of
Vox populi, vox Dei, as every philosopher knows, cannot be trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case;
if further, the eye ever varies and the
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variations be inherited, as is likewise
certainly the case; and if such variations
should be useful to any animal under
changing conditions of life, then the
difficulty of believing that a perfect and
complex eye could be formed by natural
selection, though insuperable by our
imagination, should not be considered
as subversive of the theory. How a nerve
comes to be sensitive to light, hardly
9 of 13
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Black Italic

120/110 –40

32/36.4 0

To suppose that the eye with all
its inimitable contrivances for
adjusting the focus to different
distances, for admitting different
12/15 +20

To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the
focus to different distances, for admitting different amounts of light, and for
the correction of spherical and chromatic
aberration, could have been formed by
natural selection, seems, I freely confess,
absurd in the highest degree. When it
was first said that the sun stood still and

the world turned round, the common sense
of mankind declared the doctrine false;
but the old saying of Vox populi, vox Dei,
as every philosopher knows, cannot be
trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if
numerous gradations from a simple and
imperfect eye to one complex and perfect
can be shown to exist, each grade being
useful to its possessor, as is certainly the

8/11 +30
To suppose that the eye with all its
inimitable contrivances for adjusting
the focus to different distances, for
admitting different amounts of light,
and for the correction of spherical and
chromatic aberration, could have been
formed by natural selection, seems, I
freely confess, absurd in the highest degree. When it was first said that the sun
stood still and the world turned round,

the common sense of mankind declared
the doctrine false; but the old saying of
Vox populi, vox Dei, as every philosopher knows, cannot be trusted in science. Reason tells me, that if numerous
gradations from a simple and imperfect
eye to one complex and perfect can be
shown to exist, each grade being useful
to its possessor, as is certainly the case;
if further, the eye ever varies and the
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variations be inherited, as is likewise
certainly the case; and if such variations
should be useful to any animal under
changing conditions of life, then the
difficulty of believing that a perfect and
complex eye could be formed by natural
selection, though insuperable by our
imagination, should not be considered
as subversive of the theory. How a nerve
comes to be sensitive to light, hardly
10 of 13
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Glyph Sheet + Language Support

Upper-, Lowercase, Small Caps Standard Set (STD)

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQ RSẞTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrsßtuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSẞTUVWXYZ
Diacritics Standard Set (STD)

À Á Â Ã Ä Å ÆÇ ÐÈ É Ê Ë Ì Í Î Ï Ĳ ÑÒÓÔÕÖØŒŠÚ Û Ü ÙÝŸÞ Ł Ž
à á â ã ä å æçèéêëð ì í î ï ı ĳ ñòóôõöøœ š ù ú û ü ý ÿ þ µ ł ž
Ā Ă Ą Ǎ ĆĆĊČ ĎĒ Ė Ę ĚĞĠĢ Ĥ Ħ Ĩ Ī Į Ǐ Ĵ Ķ Ĺ Ļ Ľ Ŀ Ń Ń Ņ Ň Ǹ ŊŌŐǑǾƠ
Ŕ Ŗ ŘŚŚŞŜȘŢŤŦȚŨ Ū Ŭ Ů Ű Ų Ǔ Ǖ Ǘ Ǚ Ǜ ƯŴẀẂẄŴỲŶŹ Ź Ż
āăąǎ ććċčďđēėęěğġģĥħĩīįǐĵķĺļľŀńńņňǹŋōőǒǿơŕŗř
ś ś ş ŝ ș ţ ť ŧ ț ũ ū ŭ ů ű ų ǔ ǖ ǘ ǚ ǜ ư ŵ ẁ ẃ ẅ ŵ ỳ ŷ ź ź ż + Small Caps
Numbers, Currencies, Fractions

01123456789 01123456789 $$ ¢££ ¤¥¥ € €
½ ¼ ¾ ⅛ ⅜ ⅝ ⅞ %‰'"
Mathematical Symbols Standard Set (STD)

+ − = ≠ × ÷ < > ≤ ≥ ≈ ∂ ∑ ∏ π √∫ ∞ ~ ¬ ±
Punctuations Standard Set (STD)

! ! ¡ ? ? ¿ . , : ; … _ - – — ( ) ( ) [ ] [ ] { } { } / \\ | ¦ # « » ‹ › “ ” „ ‘ ’ ‚ • † ‡
§&& © ® @ @ ™ ° ª º * ¶ ℮ №
Ligatures Standard Set (STD)

ff fi fl ffi ffl � � � � � fj ffj ct sp st � � � � � � � �
Arrows

← ↑ → ↓ ↖ ↗ ↘ ↙ ↩ ↪ ⇠ ⇡ ⇢ ⇣ ￩ ￫↶↷↔ ↕
Symbols Standard Set (STD)

■□▪▫▶◀◆◊○♡♥ ●◖◗☒⬤
Supported Languages Standard Set (STD)
Afrikaans, Albanian, Asu, Basque, Bemba, Bena, Bosnian, Catalan, Chiga, Colognian, Congo Swahili, Cornish, Croatian, Czech, Danish,
Dutch, Embu, English, Esperanto, Estonian, Faroese, Filipino, Finnish, French, Friulian, Ganda, Galician, German, Gusii, Hungarian, Icelandic, Inari Sami, Indonesian, Irish, Italian, Jola-Fonyi, Kabuverdianu, Kalaallisut, Kalenjin, Kamba, Kikuyu, Kinyarwanda, Latvian, Lithuanian, Low German, Lower Sorbian, Luo, Luxembourgish, Luyia, Machame, Makhuwa-Meetto, Makonde, Malagasy, Malay, Maltese, Manx,
Meru, Morisyen, North Ndebele, Northern Sami, Norwegian Bokmål, Norwegian Nynorsk, Nyankole, Oromo, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Romansh, Rombo, Rundi, Rwa, Samburu, Sango, Sangu, Scottish Gaelic, Sena, Shambala, Shona, Slovak, Slovenian, Soga, Somali,
Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Swiss German, Taita, Teso, Turkish, Turkmen, Upper Sorbian, Vietnamese, Vunjo, Walser, Welsh, Western
Frisian, Zulu.
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OpenType Features

Ligatures

ff fi fl ffi ffl fj ffj → ff fi fl ffi ffl fj ffj
Discretionary Ligatures

ct sp st → ct sp st
Stylistic Sets 1–8 (Standard Set only)

Quality & Management Jet → Quality & Management Jet
Lining Figures

0123456789 → |0|1|2|3|4|5|6|7|8|9|
Oldstyle Figures

0123456789 → |0|1|2|3|4|5|6|7|8|9|
Fractions, Numerator, Denominator

1/2 3/4 24/7 H12345/12345 → 1/2 3/4 24/7 H12345/12345
Inferior, Superior

H2O 22 m2 → H2O 22 m2
Titling Alternates (Standard Set only)

God save the Queen → God save the Queen
All Small Caps (Standard Set only)

The Quick Brown Fox → The Quick Brown Fox
Case Sensitive Forms (Standard Set only)

(THIS) !Sample¡ is—great¿ → (THIS) !SAMPLE¡ IS—GREAT¿
Localized Forms (Standard Set only)
Romanian,
Moldavian:
Catalan:
Turkish:
Polish:

Româneşte → Româneşte
Paral·lelo → Paral·lelo
Diyarbakır → DIYARBAKIR
Zobaczyć → Zobaczyć
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End

That’s it!
Ordering
Online ordering is the fastest and most convinient
way to order and receive your fonts. After payment
you will instantly receive your fonts via mail.
All fonts are exclusively available through our
website: www.nouvellenoire.ch

Design
Roland Stieger

Desktop Licence
To install the typeface onto a desktop machine or
server that distributes to a number of desktop
machines, a desktop licence must be purchased.

Publisher
Nouvelle Noire GmbH, Zürich

Web Self-hosting Licence
To embed the typeface onto a website, a Web
Self-hosting License must be purchased.
￼￼￼
Testing fonts (Trust License)
We believe that font testing should be as simple as
possible. Therefore we offer all our fonts as trial versions for free. Just go through the purchase
process as if you would buy the font and select
the ‘Trust License’ button before checkout. If you like
the typeface, drop us a friendly line and we
will get back to you with the full version asap. Once
you will use it for a project you will need to buy
the license according to your use.
Basic vs Standard
Please check Glyph Sheet + Language Support
page to get detailed informations about the
characterset.
Terms and Conditions
All information in this PDF is checked carefully never
the less, we can not guarantee and do not take any
responsibility that there are no wrong informations
or failures.
This Specimen PDF was created in June 2019.
Please check our website for perhaps updated
version.
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